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SELF-ANALYSIS TO PREPARE An intensive self-evaluation w i l l begin at BUSM early this 
FOR 1980 ACCREDITATION year and continue for nearly two years in preparation for 
formal re-accreditation of the School in 1980. A number of 
committees will be formed in the next few months that will examine and report on 
virtually every aspect of the School's a c t i v i t i e s . Associate Dean John McCahan reported. 
BUSM is scheduled to be visited in December, 1980, by the Liaison Committee on Medical 
Education, an accrediting body that represents the American Medical Association and 
the Association of American Medical Colleges. The School was last accredited in 1973; 
seven years i s the normal accreditation period. 
To be eligible for accreditation by the LCME, every medical school is required to 
conduct a broad institutional self-analysis. Numerous committees at BUSM will examine 
such varied matters as the School's administrative structure, i t s financial position, 
the quality of i t s faculty and the depth and breadth of faculty research interests, 
the admissions process, curriculum evaluation procedures, student financial aid, other 
aspects of student l i f e , and a number of other areas. 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY More than 3,000 BUMC employees heralded the holiday season 
CELEBRATES THE SEASON Dec. 21 at the annual Holiday Party for faculty and staff of 
the School of Medicine, the Goldman School of Graduate 
Dentistry, and University Hospital. As The Provincials, a four-piece combo, played a 
medley of popular tunes and Christmas favorites, party-goers in the Hiebert Lounge 
feasted on half a ton of beef, gallons of special holiday punch, trays of cheese and 
crackers, and a colorful totem-pole of vegetable hors d'oeuvres. 
Revelers received greetings of the season from an off i c i a l welcoming committee 
composed of Dean John I . Sandson, M.D., U.H. Administrator John Betjemann, and Director 
of the Medical Center Richard H. Egdahl, M.D. An unidentified bearded man in a red 
suit circulated among the crowd dispensing holiday hugs and handshakes. 
DEANS OF 4 MEDICAL Several areas of concern cormnon to independent medical 
SCHOOLS MEET AT BUSM schools--including the imminent c r i s i s in financial aid and 
the expansion of fourth-year elective opportunities--were 
discussed at the second meeting of the deans of the medical schools of Brown University, 
Dartmouth, Tufts, and Boston University at BUSM November 29. 
Dean John I . Sandson, M.D., said he and the other deans discussed imaginative 
possible alternatives to the formidably high interest loans that are expected to 
become the only option available to large numbers of medical students under a stringent 
new federal approach to medical school financial aid programs. 
The deans of the four schools also agreed to a plan that would make the fourth-
year electives at each school available f i r s t to each school's own fourth-year students, 
and then to students at the other three schools. The plan will greatly expand the 
choice of electives available to students at the four schools. 
-over-
ROSE TO SUCCEED Mortimer Zuckerman, chairman of the 23-member Board of 
ZUCKERMAN AS VISITORS Visitors of the School of Medicine, will resign his post at 
BOARD CHAIRMAN the board's annual meeting in April. He will be replaced 
as chairman of the BUSM board by Elihu Rose, a trustee of 
Boston University and a partner in Rose Associates, a New York real estate firm. 
Zuckerman will continue as a member of the board. 
The Board of Visitors has added two new members, both BUSM alumni. George I . 
Lythcott, M.D., BUSM '43, administrator of the Health Services Administration of the 
U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and an internationally recognized 
leader in the field of public health, has joined the board, as has Michael J . 
Halberstam, M.D., BUSM '57, a physician-writer practicing in Washington, D.C. Halber-
stam i s the author of a recently published political novel, "The Wanting of Levine" 
and i s editor of the magazine. Modern Medicine. 
EDELSTEINS TO CHAIR For the f i r s t time in BUSM's history, a parents' committee 
NEW PARENTS' COMMITTEE has been formed to assist in the development effort and to 
fac i l i t a t e communication among parents of BUSM students. 
Headed by Mr. and Mrs. Alan Edelstein of Waban, Mass., chairpersons, the committee 
will also arrange functions and social activities of interest to parents. The 
Edelsteins are the parents of two BUSM students, past and present--Marcia, BUSM '78, 
and David, BUSM '81. Director of Development Catharine Cook praised the Edelsteins 
for their "long-standing commitment to Boston University." Alan Edelstein is a 
graduate of both the School of Law and the School of Management. 
100 FACULTY MEMBERS More than 100 faculty membefs~sei^ed~¥s "vdli^^ soTicitdrs ~ 
VOLUNTEER FOR LEADERSHIP during last month's "Challenge" fund-raising campaign, making 
ROLES IN 'CHALLENGE' individual contact with some 800 of their faculty colleagues. 
In addition, each of BUSM's total 1,700 f u l l - and part-time 
faculty members received a letter from Dean John I . Sandson, M.D., asking for 
contributions to the fund. 
Donations and pledges are currently being t a l l i e d , and the results of the drive 
will be announced at the end of this month, according to Director of Development 
Catharine Cook. Meanwhile, last-minute contributions are s t i l l being gratefully 
accepted. Cook said. The Challenge campaign was conducted to raise funds for the 
currently depleted Student Revolving Loan Fund, one of the few remaining sources of 
low-interest financing available to BUSM students. More than $200,000 in additional 
low-cost loans i s needed to help students meet their expenses for next year. ^ 
GIBSON NAMED TO HEAD The appointment of William M. Gibson, J.D., M.S.W., as 
MENTAL HEALTH CENTER superintendent and area director of the Solomon Carter 
Fuller Mental Health Center has been announced by Commis-
sioner of Mental Health Robert Okin. Gibson, who assumed the post in early November, 
replaced Donald F. Taylor, M.S.W., who left in September to accept a one-year Robert 
Wood Johnson Health Policy fellowship in Washington, D.C. Taylor, an associate 
professor of psychiatry (social work), i s expected to return to the University next 
f a l l . 
Before accepting the Fuller Center post, Gibson served for six years as New 
England regional director of the Federal Trade Commission. In addition, he chaired 
the Boston Federal Executive Board from 1976 to 1978. 
-cont'd.-
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CITY AND BLUE SHIELD Mayor Kevin H. White announced before Christmas that the 
EXAMINE HMO FEASIBILITY City of Boston and Blue Shield of Massachusetts have received 
a $382,000 federal grant to study the feasibility of forming 
a Health Maintenance Organization to serve city residents, workers and medically 
underserved populations. 
Participating in the study, in addition to Blue Shield, will be the Department of 
Health and Hospitals and Affiliated Neighborhood Health Centers of Boston, Inc. The 
city and Blue Shield will supplement the federal funds, which derive from the Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare. 
Should the proposed Boston Community Health Plan become a reality, people living 
in areas of the city's affiliated neighborhood health centers and Boston City Hospital 
would be the i n i t i a l populations invited to join. The affiliated NHCs are the South 
Boston, East Boston, and Upham's Corner Neighborhood Health Centers, the Dorchester 
House, Harvard Street, and Whittier Street Health Centers, and the Charles Drew 
Family Life Center. 
BUSM TO DEVELOP HMO The BUSM Public Health Program, in conjunction with the 
COURSE IN NORTHEAST Health Care Management Program of the School of Management, 
has been chosen to be the developer in the Northeast of an 
academic course for HMO administrators. The Group Health Association of America 
awarded a grant to the Boston University team to develop the course after hearing oral 
presentations from a number of competing universities in Washington in November. 
Director of the project i s Dustin Mackie Decker, Ph.D., an assistant professor of 
socio-medical sciences, who is currently developing the course and will be i t s coordin-
ator-instructor. The course will be open to students at the School of Management and 
selected others, especially people currently working in HMO administration. Funds to 
develop four such courses in the United States, to serve as prototypes for future 
training of HMO executives, were awarded to the GHAA by the Office of Health Maintenance 
Organizations of DHEW. 
WHITAKER FUND PROPOSAL BUSM researchers interested in applying for one of four 
DEADLINE IS JAN. 15 $25,000 grants from the Whitaker Health Sciences Fund must 
submit proposals to their department chairpersons before 
Jan. 15. Dean Sandson said the two-page, single-spaced proposals need not include a 
proposed budget. 
To be eligible, research projects must be joint efforts involving both a BUSM 
faculty member and a member of the faculty at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
Awards cover a year of work beginning July 1, 1979. 
NOBLE APPOINTED TO BCH John Noble, M.D., an eminent general internist and authority 
PRIMARY CARE POST in the field of primary care, has joined the Department of 
Medicine at Boston City Hospital as head of the section of 
general internal medicine and primary care. His appointment as a BUSM professor of 
medicine has been approved by the Boston University Board of Trustees. 
Noble i s the author of Primary Care and the Practice of Medicine, considered by 
many to be the outstanding book on the primary-care aspects of general internal medicine. 
He came to BUSM from the University of North Carolina School of Medicine, where he was 
a professor of medicine and head of the section of general internal medicine. 
COVITCH GIFT IS BASIS The wife of a Newton man who successfully survived heart 
OF FELLOWSHIP FUND surgery at University Hospital last February has made an 
i n i t i a l gift toward the establishment of a fellowship in 
cardiothoracic surgery at BUSM. 
-over-
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Marion Covitch, whose husband, Sidney, underwent triple coronary-bypass surgery 
performed by Robert L. Berger, M.D., a professor of surgery and chief of cardiothoracic 
surgery at University Hospital, has contributed one-fourth the amount required to 
establish a fellowship in cardiothoracic surgery in the Covitch name. A fund-raising 
campaign is currently under way to raise the balance needed to support a ful l fellowship. 
BRIEFLY NOTED The cancer-related research efforts of Herbert M. Teager, 
Sc.D., a research professor of medicine and head of biochemical 
engineering in the Department of Medicine at University Hospital, was the lead story 
in a week-long series on WBZ-TV, entitled "Route 128: Corridor of Tomorrow."....A site 
v i s i t by representatives of the Commonwealth Fund, which supports the MMEDIC program, 
is scheduled for late spring. The MMEDIC grant comes up for renewal June 50....Peter J . 
Mozden, M.D., an associate professor of surgery and an assistant c l i n i c a l professor of 
gynecology, has been elected to the executive board of the Massachusetts Division of 
the American Cancer Society. The only BUSM representative on the 20-member board, 
Mozden has served on the organization's board of directors for 12 years.... George J . 
Annas, J.D., M.P.H., an associate professor of socio-medical sciences, gave a keynote 
talk entitled "Reconciling Quinlan and Saikewicz: The Role of the Courts in Decisions 
Not to Treat Incompetents" before a recent international conference in San Francisco on 
"Death, Dying and Decision-making."....The Hubert H. Humphrey Cancer Research Center 
has been awarded an institutional grant from the American Cancer Society to serve as 
"seed money" for the initiation of promising new projects in cancer-related research by 
young investigators. Applications are available from the Center office, L-310, and 
must be completed by Feb. 1....Justin Kaplan, Pulitzer-Prize-winning biographer of 
Mark Twain, spoke on the poetry and l i f e of Walt Whitman Dec. 13 at BUSM under the 
auspices of the Psychiatry Academic Lecture Series....Michael Bennett, M.D., an associ-
ate professor of pathology, has been awarded a one-year, $45,000 grant from the American 
Cancer Society for a study of "Immunobiology of Transplacental Carcinogenesis." 
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